
Hassan Khan Exhibition and Kodak Passage

Cairobserver.com is a media partner in this year’s D-CAF. During the festival several posts will appear on
the blog covering some of its venues and events.

A historical perspective and urban context*

Pedestrian passageways are a prominent feature of downtown Cairo, having been influenced by the Parisian
arcades of late nineteenth century.  Today many of these passageways and gaps between buildings have been
transformed into back alleyways, housing multiple activities and uses that are often invisible from the street.
Coffee-shops and bars, restaurants and food-stands, crafts and small workshops, mosques and prayer corners,
stationary shops and bookstores, galleries and antique stores have taken up occupation, while many
passageways remain closed, uninhabited or dilapidated.

Kodak Passage is both an exemplary and exceptional space. What used to be a narrow dead-end service
alleyway between Adly and Abdel Khaliq Tharwat Streets, through a 1920s art deco ensemble (now owned
and managed by al-Ismaelia), was turned into a pedestrian passage as part of a larger experiment of
pedestrianized zones Downtown during the 1990s. Kodak store, labs and garage/warehouse used to occupy
the western flank of the passage, while Café de Brasil occupied the central bay of the eastern side, and
remains today, though shuttered.  Surrounded by a number of emerging art, film and design spaces
(CIC, Cimatheque, and CLUSTER), the passage was identified by CLUSTER as a rare opportunity to
introduce to this end of Downtown a pop-up gallery space, and to engage art interventions that may serve as
a catalyst for urban development and revitalization of surrounding buildings, shops and passageways.

The current exhibition space occupies four different storefronts along the western side of Kodak Passage,
ranging in their size, clear height and physical conditions. Setting up these spaces required major
architectural renovation and upgrade of the infrastructure, in addition to installing the necessary exhibition
walls, lighting system and other audio-visual elements. The exhibition curation, design and architectural
renovation were undertaken by CLUSTER and the project was produced by Orient Productions and
Downtown Contemporary Arts Festival (D-CAF). The two-month long renovations included the input of
different national and international installation crews, as well as direct input from the artist. The Hassan
Khan exhibition was designed and curated by CLUSTER to present a procession of exhibition
spaces, interjecting the artist’s ouevre amidst the public and pedestrian activities of the arcade.

Hassan Khan exhibition opening: March 30, 6pm
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Exhibition schedule: March 30 - April 26, 12pm – 8pm

Koday Passageway, 20 Adly Street, Downtown Cairo

For more information: http://d-caf.org/event/category/visual-arts

The Hassan Khan exhibition is part of this year’s D-CAF Festival. D-CAF has over the past two years
worked diligently to reinvent public space, changing perceptions, and as a result drawing in the public for a
renewed interaction.
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*Text and Photos courtesy of CLUSTER
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