
(https://plus.google.com/115177451874746263968)(http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ahram-

Online/138561829527411)

 (

http://twitter.com/ahramonline)

Last Update 20:0  

(https://plus.google.com/115177451874746263968)(http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ahram-

Online/138561829527411)

 (

http://twitter.com/ahramonline)

 About Us (UI/Front/Aboutus.aspx)
 

 (../../Index.aspx)

Friday, 06 November 2020

Please enter keyword

Mapping Cairo's initiatives to foster collaboration

 (../../Index.aspx)

MENU

Home (http://english.ahram.org.eg/) Egypt (http://english.ahram.org.eg/Portal/1/Egypt.aspx)

Business (http://english.ahram.org.eg/Portal/3/Business.aspx)

Opinion (http://english.ahram.org.eg/UI/Front/Opinion.aspx?NewsPortalID=4)

World (http://english.ahram.org.eg/Portal/2/World.aspx)

Arts & Culture (http://english.ahram.org.eg/Portal/5/Arts--Culture.aspx)

Sports (http://english.ahram.org.eg/Portal/6/Sports.aspx)

Life & Style (http://english.ahram.org.eg/Portal/7/Life--Style.aspx)

Heritage (http://english.ahram.org.eg/Portal/9/Heritage.aspx)

Books (http://english.ahram.org.eg/UI/Front/Books.aspx?NewsPortalID=18)

Analysis (http://english.ahram.org.eg/Portal/44/Analysis.aspx) Folk (http://english.ahram.org.eg/Portal/32/Folk.aspx)

Multimedia (http://english.ahram.org.eg/PortalM/13/Multimedia.aspx)

https://plus.google.com/115177451874746263968
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ahram-Online/138561829527411
http://twitter.com/ahramonline
https://plus.google.com/115177451874746263968
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ahram-Online/138561829527411
http://twitter.com/ahramonline
http://english.ahram.org.eg/UI/Front/Aboutus.aspx
http://english.ahram.org.eg/Index.aspx
http://english.ahram.org.eg/Index.aspx
http://english.ahram.org.eg/
http://english.ahram.org.eg/Portal/1/Egypt.aspx
http://english.ahram.org.eg/Portal/3/Business.aspx
http://english.ahram.org.eg/UI/Front/Opinion.aspx?NewsPortalID=4
http://english.ahram.org.eg/Portal/2/World.aspx
http://english.ahram.org.eg/Portal/5/Arts--Culture.aspx
http://english.ahram.org.eg/Portal/6/Sports.aspx
http://english.ahram.org.eg/Portal/7/Life--Style.aspx
http://english.ahram.org.eg/Portal/9/Heritage.aspx
http://english.ahram.org.eg/UI/Front/Books.aspx?NewsPortalID=18
http://english.ahram.org.eg/Portal/44/Analysis.aspx
http://english.ahram.org.eg/Portal/32/Folk.aspx
http://english.ahram.org.eg/PortalM/13/Multimedia.aspx


Search Keywords:

With the upsurge of energy and creativity that came with Egypt's 2011 revolution and the endless initiatives and
collectives spurred across all disciplines, it has become quite difficult to find out who is doing what, whether work
is being repeated or locate like-minded groups to collaborate with.

CUIP launches at a time of need for this kind of information and to bridge gaps between initiatives in arts,
advocacy, social development, media, architecture, urban planning or basically any initiatives that have to do
with life in the city and its public space.

"We started identifying and mapping these many initiatives; who is who, what are they doing, what is their
capacity, what's the range of programmes, what's the size, who is this company, NGO, and what collaborations
exist," Omar Nagati, founder the Cairo Laboratory for Urban Studies, Training and Research (CLUSTER) told
Ahram Online one evening before the launch.

"The idea was to start building a database, a platform, where people can find each other thus encourage
collaboration and overlaps and minimise repetition."

The process of collecting the information and getting several initiatives on board started in July 2012 in a
meeting at the British Council in Aguza where CLUSTER invited 40 individuals and organisations to start a
conversation on the need to map out the efforts being made all over the city.

Four months later, they invited even more people at the Goethe Institute, where CLUSTER had a mock-up of the
website ready and collected ideas and feedback while discussing art in public space in all its legal, social and
political frameworks.

"It was important for us to have these networking meetings to get people working on initiatives in a room together
and think of how we can collaborate," Beth Stryker, a partner at CLUSTER told Ahram Online stressing that
people at those meetings saw a need for a tool to enable them to find out what people are doing and collaborate.

The CUIP map has two main functions: the directory, which helps users find initiatives, view their profiles, contact
information and latest updates, and, secondly, the shared calendar that allows users to skim through events in
the city.

The aim is for the platform's content to be user-generated. This can be tricky, because with all the maintenance
initiatives must do for their own online portals and social media accounts, it could prove burdensome to
constantly update CUIP and therefore, keep the initiative relevant.

The team over at CLUSTER are taking it one step at a time. Their content manager oversees the process of
training the representatives from each initiative on using the system and ensuring that the events are all in place.

"At the moment it's a mix between user-generated content and the information we researched and posted
ourselves," Stryker said. "Ideally in the future it would be entirely user-generated content," she reiterated.

The calendar allows for date changes and cancellations, keeping in considerate mind of Egypt's volatile
situation, where occasionally a political flare-up will affect an event. The calendar also fosters collaboration by
allowing for several initiatives to host and manage events on the page.

CUIP can be found on www.cuipcairo.org (http://www.cuipcairo.org/) and initiatives are encouraged to contact CUIP's
content manager on info@cuipcairo.org (mailto:info@cuipcairo.org)

http://www.cuipcairo.org/
mailto:info@cuipcairo.org
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Cairo Urban Initiatives Platform (CUIP) invites initiatives across the huge capital to use their database,
map and calendar to increase collaboration and ensure no one must reinvent the wheel

Rowan El Shimi, Monday 20 May 2013

Photo: Courtesy of the Cairo Urban Initiatives Platform

Launched in April, the Cairo Urban Initiatives Platform (CUIP in short) functions in Arabic and English as an
interactive map showcasing profiles of institutions, non-governmental organisations, culture spaces and
companies working in a multitude of disciplines. It also provides a shared calendar for events related to these
initiatives.
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