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Original Tahrir Square Mode/ in Tahrir Square, Cairo, Egypt. February 2011, Credit: Themba Lewis.
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A spirited protester building a miniature model of Tahrir Square, as he occupies the space, is testament to the
performative power of a singular spatial practice. Such public actions that incite global ramifications, as well as their
associated imagery, establish a rare capacity to mobilize towards a collective design project. Amidst our
contemporary rapid and connected modes of spatial production, moments like these question routine spatial
practices and perceptions, instigating a critical reassessment of our social spaces. These forms of public action, and
the way we chose to represent and reproduce them, are critical to distinguish a rare and true legibility that has the
potential to drive new paradigms of design, as well as citizenship.

In the case of pre-2011 Cairo, streetscapes have always been at the root of everyday urban existence, with
sidewalks and corners that demonstrate various degrees of citizen claim to the city, often manifesting into spatial
conflicts. Spatial practices in the city have constantly displayed a disparity between formal and informal, particularly
in dense central areas like Cairo's downtown. During the events of 2011, the shift from the space of the street to the
square was the self-assembling of these smaller informal practices, proclaimed at an entirely new scale. This
swelling up may be attributed to the square’s visibility, a space perhaps that - being inhabited for the first time -
permitted new, untold lines of sight and subsequent visual connections. To the international community, the images
and media that circulated were the results of a direct, coherent narrative. To Egypt, it was merely the first, and still
nascent, step towards a true self-comprehension of society’s pluralities.

In The Image of the City, Kevin Lynch identifies legibility as a new measure of urban assessment vis a vis the city's
physical, but more importantly, cognitive image. Using this criterion to make sense of the events in this context, this
paper argues that beyond the overused aerial image - the totalizing view from above that denotes a longing for
legibility - forms of representation should seek to break down the inherent socio-political pluralities and
complexities. The image, as well as the act of creating and reproducing it, is the instrument through which designers
understand and reconstruct the world. Therefore, to move beyond the sort of pseudo-legibility that has come to
represent the “icon” of Tahrir Square, is to move towards a space where design has the agency to transform spatial
practice.

The paper concludes with initiatives that - rather than accepting the sweeping images as a sort of go-to proof-of-
revolution - strive towards representational techniques that enrich our conception of the multiple socio-economic
dimensions inherent in a city in flux. Furthermore, they bring together community groups, architects, urban
planners, historians, and artists to engage in a critical discourse towards a collective design agenda. In this way, they
begin to redefine the design process, in essence, as a public act. These participatory and projective forms of
representation will define not only the new paradigm for design, but also for what it means to inhabit the city.

OUTLINE

THE IMAGE OF THE SQUARE: Redefining Citizenship by Design

I. Introduction: A Nested Square

IIl. From the Streets to the Square, the Right to the City
IIIl. A Quest for Legibility and the Aerial Image

IV. The Agency of Design

V. A Space of Dialogue and Alternative Representations

VI. Conclusion: Towards a True Legibility - New Paradigm for Design, New Paradigm for Citizenship
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Re-Imagined Tahrir Mode/ at Byerly Gallery, Raddiiffe institute, Cambridge, MA. March 2012, Credit: Samaa Elimam.
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Excerpt, p. 4. "Egyptian Activists Plan." Translated. February 2071.
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Breakdown of Mode/ Components. Credit: Samaa Elimam
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seeking Paramedic Science Writing Services (https://www.meldaresearch.com/paramedic-science-writing-
services/) and paramedics research paper writing services.
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them to mp3 for listening offline or transfer them to other devices for freely enjoying. In recent times,
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monthly). Spotify Free users are ready to look and stream the music they like below a stable community
connection with none cost.
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Thank you for an interesting article. Pretty appreciate this precious information. A similar article is

on https://essaysbank.com/motivation-letter-service (https://essaysbank.com/motivation-letter-service).
Check it out!

fernandoalston - Aug18,209:57 am

KW Building Design is a pioneering name in the world of design and architecture. We work closely with
clients to provide premium and best small commercial building design plans
(https://kwbuildingdesign.com/building-design/) at competitive prices. Our mission is to provide brilliance
and to ensure that we meet the needs of our clients. Please visit our website for more details.

remixmusic - Aug 25,20 3:44 pm

Having a washing machine and other household appliances in your household is a wonderful convenience
that can often be taken for granted — that is, until it breaks down. As soon as you notice problems with
your washing machine or other household appliances, schedule repair service right away to limit the risk of
water damage or further complications.

PRIME service® can provide regular service or emergency repair to address the problem. Our repair
technicians also provide careful preventative maintenance, which we recommend for any appliances.
Schedule from our website https://www.yourprimeservice.com/ (https://www.yourprimeservice.com/), or
call us at (408) 549-8555 today!
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trexgame5 - Oct5 206:12am
I read your post. It is very informative and helpful to me. | admire the message valuable information you
provided in your article. Thank you for posting, again tetris (https://tetrisgame.co/)

remixmusic - Oct9, 20 3:20 pm

What happens when you're at work? Will hard core music make your job easier or will soothing relaxing
music keep you from being distracted and let you work in peace?

What happens when you get home from work? Will loud, blasting music relax you after a hard day at work,
or soothing relaxing easy listening music with maybe a glass of wine.

Here at easy-flac.com we try to make your life a little more stress free.
At easy-flac.com we play a different music and songs that may even make your love making more romantic.
We just wish you all enjoy what we play to help make your life fuller.

Our Website https://easy-flac.com/ (https://easy-flac.com/)

risingtechnology - Oct 12,20 2:49 am

Browsing your blog post is a real excellent experience. Many thanks for taking into consideration readers at
all like me, and I wish you the best of achievements as being a professional
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karishmaagarwal - Feb9,2111:48 pm

Great post full of useful tips! My site is fairly new and | am also having a hard time getting my readers to
leave comments. We provide Jaipur Escorts Service (http://www.jaipurprimeescort.com/) in every area of
your state. Escort service is served by Top Models for bookings.

joemily - Feb 24,21 9:48 pm
From your website, | found shell shockers (https://shell-shockers.co/) a great site for me and also found the
site very well rated.

rahatulashiqtamal - Apr 18,21 3:51 pm

Hey There. | found your blog using msn. This is a very well written article. Il be sure to bookmark it and
come back to read more of your useful info. Thanks for the post. Il definitely return.
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If you're looking to have different sorts of support ingredients then you have to comprehend the simple fact
that you would be asked to possess numerous sorts of Udaipur escort service with the purpose of having
fun in town and simply to make your stay at town to be extremely memorable.
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dankjelberg - may 12,21 5:05 pm

Baltic Legal focuses on Corporate Law, Tax Law, Company Formation and Registration, and Accounting
Services in all three Baltic states - Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. If you intend to start business in the Baltic
States, our team of professionals will provide you with full support and advice in choosing the type of a
company, establishing and registration of the company, dealing with tax issues, and promoting your
business in Latvia, Lithuania or Estonia. https://www.baltic-legal.com/ (https://www.baltic-legal.com/)

bobobcat - jun3,21522am

what an amazing post. thanks for share with us, interesting and fun to read.
Bobob | my site: https://www.canberraeventplanners.com.au/
(https://www.canberraeventplanners.com.au/)

jackandes - juns, 213:55am

I'm glad | could found this website. interesting and amazing!
Jack | owner: https://www.bendigobathroomremodels.com.au/
(https://www.bendigobathroomremodels.com.au/)

cokipongki - Jjuns,214:10am

awesome post! thanks for sharing with us, im glad i could find this post to add more knowledge for me.
Coki | Check This Out: https://www.commercialpaintingsa.com.au/
(https://www.commercialpaintingsa.com.au/)

mariaguptil - jun7,21515am
Thank you for sharing this this is amazing keep it up (http://couponsjournal.com/ffxi-copper-
voucher)http://couponsjournal.com/ffxi-copper-voucher (http://couponsjournal.com/ffxi-copper-voucher)

BnagKypaH - jun16,211:33pm

Everyone understands how challenging it is to have a baby in your life, and so our objective is to help you
parents feel more confident and prepared. As well create the most memorable experience for yourselves
and your baby. You can find us here https://mamasarecool.com/ (https://mamasarecool.com/)

Whether you are still planning, or have already started this journey, our site will help shorten your time on
worries and research by combining it all into one convenient place for you.

Our mission is to help give the best and safest experience to your child in their young years. Furthermore,
to find and provide advice on related topics and reviews on products, which go in efforts of helping your
family have a remarkable adventure.
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